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XXXVIII. Extras} of a Letter from Mr . 
John Latham, Surgeon and Midwife, at 
JDartford, in Kent, to Mr. Warner, Fel¬ 
low of the Royal Society , and Senior Sur¬ 
geon to Guy’s Hofpital. Communicated to 
the Royal Society by Mr. Warner. 

Read Nov. 7>Tk /ft R. A. B. about 55 years of age, was 
j?7o- an healthy man till about 20 years 

lince, when he was firft feized with a fever ; at which 
time he followed the trade of a miller, and maker of 
French barley. This laft bufinefs, he tells me, is at¬ 
tended with very great heat to the operator, and ex- 
pofes him to a continual cloud of duff. As foon as he 
began to work, his breath grew oppreffed with a fen- 
fation of his body being puffed up all over; from which 
fymptoms he was relieved by occafionally leaving off 
his bufinefs. On the firft cold caught after his en¬ 
tering on this kind of employment, a fever attacked 
him ; which has generally returned fometimes once, 
and fometimes twice in a year, chiefly in autumn ; 
but fometimes in fpring likewife : though he once 
miffed being ill for two years together. After carry¬ 
ing on this trade for four or five years, he left it off; 
as he attributed his diforder chiefly to the effedts of 
the meal duft. Be that as it will, the fevers have 
not been fo violent fince, as while he followed that 
occupation : though the cuticle, or outer flcin, has 
come off, the fame as before. As to the particulars 
of his illnefs, they are nearly as follow: The diforder 
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begins with a violent fever, attended with pains in 
the head, back, and limbs, accompanied with conti¬ 
nual retchings; he fometimes vomited up much bile,at 
other times little or none ; the fkin was dry, the tongue 
much furred, together with great third;, coflivenefs, 
and the urine highly coloured. At the beginning of 
the fever he was generally let blood; this evacua¬ 
tion afforded fome relief, and by keeping his body open, 
and taking cooling medicines, the retchings abated 
in about five or fix days: the whole furface of the 
body became yellow, though this circumflance did 
not always happen. Afterwards it became florid, 
having the appearance of a rafh; on which he felt 
a great uneafinefs for feveral days, with a numbnefs 
and tingling all over him: when the urine grew 
turned, and depofited a thick fediment. About the 
beginning of the third week from the firfl attack, 
the cuticle appeared elevated in many places. In 
eight or nine days afterwards it became f'o loofe, as 
to admit of being eafily removed in large flakes. 
The cuticle of the hands from the wrift to the 
fingers ends came off whole, bearing the refemblance 
of a glove. He never was difpofed to fweat in any 
part of his illnefs, and when fweating was attempted 
by medicines, he grew worfe for it j nor was he 
much at eafe till his urine depofited a fediment, 
after which he felt very little inconvenience, but 
from the rigidity of the fkin. The nails of the 
patient, whofe cafe you communicated to the Royal 
Society, are mentioned to have come off after the 
illnefs; I did not find that ever was the cafe in this 
perfon. 


As 
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As to your communicating the above account to 
theRoyal Society, I beg that may be as you think pro¬ 
per : though, I (hould fuppofe it would not prove 
unacceptable to the medical members of that learned 
body j as it may fhew, that the cafe already recorded 
in the Philofophical Tranfadtions of laft year is not 
a lingular one. I wifh the glove, I fend you, was 
as perfect as I have feen fome of them j but, as it is* 
I beg your acceptance of it. 

With the human glove, you will receive a curiofity, 
which I think not inferior to the glove; to wit, a 
very fmall foetus, brought into the world at the fame 
time with a live child at its full growth. The wo¬ 
man was delivered before I came to her: on ex¬ 
amining the placenta, a fubftance appeared fome- 
what unufual; and on walking it dean,, I difcovered 
the foetus abovementioned. It had no viiible com - 
munication with the placenta, but was fqueezed flat, 
though not in the leafl: putrid, and feemed Ihrivelled. 
I don’t rerr\ember a cafe like this mentioned, except 
in Smellie’s, vol. ii. p. 85, where he relates one from 
the Academy of Sciences at Paris, nearly fimilar to 
this. May we not fuppofe the woman to have been 
with child of twins ; and that this, dying, was not 
difcharged, as was moil likely to happen, but re.- 
mained till the time of the natural birth, when they 
were both expelled together ? 

I am, very refpedtfully. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moll obedient, 

and very humble fervant, 

Hatton Garden, Tofeph Warner. 

w>v. 2a, 1770. j 4 
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